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had followed Lorenzo, closed the heavy bronze doors of the
sacristy in Bandini's face; while Antonio Ridolfi sucked
Lorenzo's wound lest the weapon should have been poi-
soned.40 The whole church was at once in an uproar, the
people when they knew what had happened being ready to
tear in pieces those guilty of the crime; for the moment,
however, the latter in the general confusion escaped out oi
the church, while the young cardinal, Rafaello Riario, took
refuge at the high altar. One of Lorenzo's party in the
sacristy climbed up into the organ loft, and saw Giuliano's
body lying dead at the north side of the choir, and that the
conspirators had fled (this being the first intimation that
Lorenzo had of what had happened to his brother); and
after a little time Lorenzo, wounded and in deep distress at
his brother's cruel fate, was escorted home by his friends,
Meanwhile the other and larger portion of the conspirators
were occupied at the Palazzo della Signoria. The plot as ar-
ranged was a most formidable one, eminently calculated to
paralyse Florence and render her powerless to resist the
troops of Niccolo da Tolentino and Giustini, who should in
a few hours be entering the city. For the plan had been that
while those told off to that work carried out the murder of
the two brothers in the cathedral, the principal band of the
conspirators, headed by the Archbishop Salviati, should pro-
ceed to the Palazzo della Signoria, and having gained ad-
mittance to the council chamber, should seize the Govern-
ment, killing all members of the Signoria who resisted. But
on the entrance of the Archbishop and his following the
Gonfaloniere, Petrucci (who in this crisis showed himself
a decidedly strong man), suspected something wrong. He
therefore kept the Archbishop and his party in play for a
short time, detaining the Archbishop in his own private room
while he quietly sent out to ascertain if there was anything
unusual going on in the city. In a few minutes came the
news of the tragedy which had occurred in the cathedral;
and with it the gathering noise of the furious people, who,